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A Royal Commission for a Royal Pain



The current taxation system is out of date and the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, along with various partners is calling on the government to create a royal commission on taxation. The painfully outdated system needs a revamp so that it can best align with the digital economy and better promote investment.
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Tax By The Numbers
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Recommendations
The Canadian Chamber of Commerce suggests the federal government adopt the following eight recommendations to improve the tax system in Canada.
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Legislate a taxpayer charter of rights to hold CRA accountable
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Provide a representative for small business to resolve conflicts with CRA
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Conduct regular comprehensive reviews to keep the tax system up to date










 



Read All






 








[image: teal-BG.png]




 

Get Involved


 



Download




Key Messages 
After decades of cutting and pasting, navigating our bloated and byzantine tax code is a significant challenge for local businesses.





Download




Letters To candidates
Do not shy away from the “tax man.” 
Engage with your MP. 





View




Social MEdia
Be a part of the conversation.
Engage with us on social media. 





Contact




Contact Us
We would love to hear from you. 
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Apr 1, 2019









Canada’s uncompetitive tax system needs an overhaul. Here’s how we can make it happen





Apr 1, 2019









You would be hard pressed to find anyone who thinks Canada’s tax system is in working order.
The business groups calling for a comprehensive review of our tax system represent more than 200,000 companies of all sizes across Canada, as well as more than 210,000 tax experts and more than half the value of the Toronto Stock Exchange.




Read More →
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Mar 19, 2019









Canada’s tax system needs a full review. We’re all on the same page.





Mar 19, 2019









Canada urgently needs a tax system review —as a rising number of government bodies and leading organizations agree — but Budget 2019 marked a missed opportunity to get the ball rolling. Now, with a federal election around the corner, Canadian politicians have a chance to commit to tax reform and tackle a growing threat to our competitiveness and prosperity.




Read More →
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What’s Being Said
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TFEC (Tax-Filer Empowerment Canada)













“Our members were pleased to see the Canadian Chamber’s report highlight opportunities to further enhance the successful partnership between the Canada Revenue Agency and the tax preparation and software industry. Ongoing collaboration between industry and our government partners will help ensure that digital tax filing continues to best serve Canadians by fostering innovation, efficiency, and convenience. “ 














 

 















PWC













"The PwC annual global CEO survey found that an increasing tax burden is in the top 10 business threats to their organization’s growth prospect. For Canada to remain competitive on the global stage and continue to be an attractive place to do business, the federal government needs to periodically review the corporate taxation system, especially in light of enacted US tax reforms and the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).  The Canadian Chamber of Commerce is an important voice in investigating issues and advocating for policies that strengthen our Canadian economy for the benefit of all." 














 

 















CPA













“Canada’s tax system is not delivering for Canadians. Outdated and overly complex, it is hurting the country’s competitiveness, business growth and innovation, and it is costing individual Canadians money.
Through research and real case studies from tax professionals, Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada (CPA Canada) knows how Canadian businesses and individuals are suffering with our tax system. Tax complexity, for example, makes it difficult for businesses to access research incentives and for lower-income and other vulnerable Canadians to access much-needed income supports through the tax system.
Along with the Canadian Chamber, parliamentary committees, the Advisory Council on Economic Growth, leading think tanks, the OECD and the International Monetary Fund, CPA Canada is calling for a comprehensive tax review. We need a better, simpler, fairer tax system for Canada to grow and prosper.”














 

 















Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development













“The government should review the tax system to ensure that it remains efficient - raising sufficient revenues to fund public spending without imposing excessive costs on the economy - equitable and supports the competitiveness of the Canadian economy.”














 

 















Senate Committee on Banking, Trade and Commerce













“The committee recommends that the federal government establish a Royal Commission on Taxation to examine Canada’s tax system with the goal of improving the efficiency, simplicity and international competitiveness of the system and that the commission complete its study within the next three years.”














 

 















International Monetary Fund













“It is time for a careful rethink of corporate taxation to improve efficiency and preserve Canada’s position in a rapidly changing international tax environment… staff recommends a careful and independent review of the overall Canadian tax system, weighing the pros and cons of incremental versus more radical approaches, and assessing their revenue implications and potential spillovers to other countries.” 
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Partners
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Tax Advisory Panel
Bruce Ball, Vice-President of Taxation, CPA Canada
Victor Gomez, Director of Government and Regulatory Affairs, Sun Life Financial
Chris Gray, Executive Director, Tax-Filer Empowerment Canada
Guy Legault, President, Conference for Advanced Life Underwriting
Fred O’Riordan, National Leader, Tax Policy, EY
Craig Webster, National Leader, Tax Group, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
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About the Canadian Chamber
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Since 1925, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce has connected businesses of all sizes, from all sectors and from all regions of the country to advocate for public policies that will foster a strong, competitive economic environment that benefits businesses, communities and families across Canada.
With a network of over 450 chambers of commerce and boards of trade, representing 200,000 businesses of all sizes in all sectors of the economy and in all regions, we are the largest business association in Canada, and the country’s most influential. The primary and vital connection between business and the federal government, our views are sought after and respected by government, business leaders and the media thanks to our well-researched reports, analyses, position papers and policy resolutions that reflect a broad business perspective.
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50 Years of Cutting and Pasting: Modernizing Canada’s Tax System
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